
LETTER FROM LIEUT. JOHN R. DOBBINS.— 
We give the following interesting letter from Lieut. Dob-
bins to his parents, with much pleasure. It is a clear 
and graphic description of the fight in which the 116th 
New York took so gallant a part. Lieut. Dobbins is the 
Acting Adjutant of the regiment, which will account for 
his being on a horse during the fight: 

BATTLE GROUND NEAR FORT HUDSON, 
May 22d, 1863. 

MY DEAR PARENTS: "We have met the enemy, and 
they are ours." We left Baton Rouge at sunrise on the 
20th instant, and arrived here yesterday morning. Our 
advance was checked about a mile below, by a masked 
battery of the rebels, but after an hour's severe fighting, 
we drove them from their position. After moving on a 
short distance, we filed into a field, and rested until an 
order came to fall in. An artillery fight began between 
our forces and those of the enemy about 2 P. M., and 
lasted until 3 P. M., when the 116th New York and 49th 
Massachusetts were ordered to the left, to drive the ene-
my from their position. We had gone about a mile 
through the woods, when we came to a small open field, 
entirely surrounded by thick woods. Scarcely had our 
regiment cleared the woods, when a heavy fire was opened 
on us from the opposite woods. The Major quickly got 
our boys into line, and returned the fire; but this kind of 
fighting did not suit us, so we ceased firing, fixed bayo-
nets, and charged across the field. General Augur saw 
the charge, and said he never saw a better one. But I 
must close, in order to get this off today. We lost nine 
killed, and about fifty wounded. We have buried nearly 
thirty rebels, and are still at it. I can't say exactly how 
many prisoners were taken; I should think near seventy. 
I took four myself during a second charge. Our friends 
are all sound. I went through the whole fight on my 
horse, and was not hurt, but my horse was wounded 
through the leg. Good bye, 

JOHN. 

Capt. John Higgins, of this village 
has been promoted to be Major of the 116th Reg't 
N. Y. Vols. 
LIEUT. DOBBINS RETURNED HOME—We are 
happy to announce the safe arrival home, this morn
ing, of Lieut. John R. Dobbins, of the 116th Regiment 

N. Y. Volunteers. He left New Orleans on the 15th 
inst., on board the steamer Cromwell, in company 
with Lieut.-Col. Barnard, arriving in New York yes
terday. Col. Barnard remained over at Albany. Lieut. 
Dobbins brings home with him the tattered and battle-
scarred banner of the Regiment. He is, we are sorry 

to add, in a feeble state of health. 

On Saturday, Col. Edward P. Chapin of 
the 116th N. Y. Volunteers, who was killed in 
the recent attack on Port Hudson, was buried at 
Waterloo, Seneca Co., N. Y. 

COL. Chapin.—The suggestion made by one 
of the city papers recently, to remove the body of the 
late Col. E. P. Chapin to this city, and to erect over the 
remains of the gallant officer a fitting monument is, we 
are pleased to know, likely to be carried into effect, as the 
friends of the deceased have taken the matter in hand. 
We trust there will be no unnecessary delay, and that 
the honors proposed to be paid to the dead may be com

mensurate with his services, his sacrifice and his worth 
from doing so. 

Personal .—Lieut . John R. Dobbins, of 
the 116th N. Y. Vols., arrived in the city yesterday 
morning. He left New Orleans on the 15th inst., and 
was accompanied in his journey, as far as Albany, by 
Lieut. Col. Barnard, who has resigned on account of 
ill health. Lieut. Dobbins brought the flag of the 
Regiment with him. Its tattered glory is eloquent 
evidence of the deeds and dangers of the gallant men 
who have fought beneath its folds. Lieut. Dobbins 
is, we regret to say, in feeble health, but we trust the 
bracing home air will speedily restore his strength. 

116TH REG'T. N. Y. Vols.—We are re-
quested to say that the money on the second allotment 
of the 116th Regiment, has been received at the Erie 
County Savings Bank, and the persons to whom 
money has been allotted are requested to apply at 
once at the Bank. au24t26 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEENTH NEW YORK. 
Corporal Harvey M. Crawford, Co. K, ankle. 
Sergeant John H. Tingman, Co. A. leg. 
Lewis Hill, Co D, hand. 

Silas H. Arnold, Co. H, chin and left arm. 
Corporal Philip Leehman, Co. E, foot. 

Joseph Brutcher, Co. E, thigh. 
Wm. Putnam, Co. I, knee. 

ARRIVED.—The remains of Capt. __ W... 
tle of the 116th regiment arrived here Thursday 
morning, and were received at the depot by six 
members of Eagle Hose Co. No. _, who acted as 
pall hearers. They were ... the vault 
of St. Paul's church. ... will take 
place from that church ... noon. 

FROM T H E 116TH.—.. . the 116th 

Regiment, states that ... Wash-
ington on the 13th inst., ... 
was in pursuit of the rebel r... who 
were ineffectually chased a distance of 48 
miles. The 116th is in the 19th A r m y 
Corps, commanded by General Emory . 
The Brigade of which it forms a part, is 
under command of Col. Beal. When the 
letter was written the Regiment momen
tarily expected to be ordered to City Point. 

— A letter published in an afternoon con
temporary on Saturday, and signed by ev
ery officer of the 116th Regiment, strongly 
urges the promotion of Col. George M. 
Love to a Brigadier-Generalship. The 
signers takes position against the promo
tion of Col. Dandy, on the ground that he 

is not a Buffalo man , and therefore ought 
not to receive, as such, the appointment of 

a Brigadier General, especially while there 
are those born and reared here who fully 
deserve the position. The gallant services 
rendered by Col. Love from the time he 
joined the 21st Regiment as a private, up to 
the present, are briefly enumerated, and 
the declaration made that as, acting Briga
dier General, he possesses the full confi
dence and esteem of General Weitzel. The 
letter concludes with the statement that it 
was written without the knowledge of Col. 

Love. 
The promotion of Col. Love would be 

hailed with general approbation and pleas
ure here. The universal sentiment is that 
no one is more worthy of the "stars" than 
he, and while we do not desire to disparage 
the claims of others, we cannot refrain 
from giving it as our opinion that he stands 
among the very first in merit, and has 
strong claims to the position his brother of-

ficers unanimously ask for him. 

PERSONAL.—Lieu t . Colonel John Hig-
gins of the 11th Regiment N. Y. Vols., ar-

rived home on sick leave, Thursday night. 
He has suffered severely from a complica
tion of complaints, but hopes for an early re

covering. 



THE 116TH.—An officer of the 116th, writing 
from Donaldsonville, July 16th, to friends in this city, 
says: "Our regiment lost 23 wounded, 6 killed and 20 
missing, most of the latter being prisoners. Co. G lost 
only 2 wounded. I believe Corp. Wm. H. Scheu and 
private Wm. Gager. The first, shot in the arm and 
shoulder, I think slightly; the latter, shot in right side, 
flesh wound. All wounded were sent right away." 

Col. E. P . Chapin, of the One Hundred 
and Sixteenth New York regiment, who 

fell in the same battle with Col. Paine, en-
tered the service as a Captain of the Forty-

fourth regiment. Subsequently he was 
promoted to the Lieutenant Colonelcy, and 
when the One Hundred and Sixteenth was 

organized was appointed its commander.— 
He was a resident of Buffalo. 

COL. CHAPIN—A SUGGESTION.—In view of 

the facts that Col. Chapin was for ten years a re
sident of this city; that he was a practicing 
lawyer here and Assistant District Attorney of 
the County when he entered the service; that he 
raised a company here for the 44th Regiment 
which he commanded; that the 116th Regiment 
of which he was Colonel when killed is a Buffa
lo Regiment; that many of his relatives and 
hosts of friends reside in this city, we suggest 
that our citizens request of his mother, who re
sides at Waterloo, permission to burry him in 
Forest Lawn Cemetery and to erect a monu
ment to his memory. We have no intimation 
that such a request would be granted; but it 
would be a generous and sympathic act to make 
it. The means would, we doubt not, be cheer
fully furnished. It is a singular fact that Col. 
Chapin was severely wounded at the Battle of 
Hanover Court House on the 27th of May, 1862, 
and that he was killed on the 27th of May 1863. 

A company of 116 substitutes pro-
cured by the citizen of Buffalo, arrived here Satur
day morning. We are informed that some were 
shot while attempting to escape, on their way hith
er, but cannot vouch for the truth of the rumor. 

A substitute made a successful escapade from No. 
3 barracks Saturday morning; another attempting 
the same feat was brought to by a bullet. 

FROM THE 116TH.—The following is an ex
tract from a letter written by an officer of the 116th in 
relation to the recent fight at Donaldsonville: 

"Monday, the 13th, the regiment was ordered to the 
front, about 3 miles, for the purpose of taking a new 
position. The fight was brought on by a Col. Morgan, 
in Groove's Division, across the bayou, and contrary 
to orders. The consequence was that the troops were 
not prepared and had to fall back. The loss of the 
regiment was 26 killed and wounded—among the for-
mer Capt. Tuttle. The regiment behaved splendidly, 
but were ... by superior numbers." 

THE 116TH IN ANOTHER BATTLE.—A letter 
was received, yesterday, announcing that our 116th 
and several other regiments, attacked the rebels at 
Dolandsonville, Louisiana, on the 13th instant, and 
through the proverbial cowardice of the 47th and 49th 
nine months Massachusetts Regiments, were repulsed. 

The letter also contains the mournful announcement 
... Capt. David W. Tuttle, of Co. C, was killed, and 
Lieutenant J. R. Dobbins, wounded. We cannot be-
lieve this sad news without confirmation, and shall 

anxiously look for intelligence, which will, probably, 
reach us to-day, to confirm or confute these most un-

welcome tidings. 

A SOLDIER 'S F U N E R A L . — T h e funeral of 

James M. Young, late of Col. Sammons' reg

iment, was a solemn and affecting service.— 

The deceased was the son of the late Harvey 

Young, of this village, a man who, though he 

died early is still remembered for amiability 

and general good character. H e was a mem

ber of the press, and was engaged for a long 

time in an office at Fonda. A t the call for 

volunteers he laid down the composing stick 

and took up the musket, which he carried 

until stricken down by disease. Providen

tially his life was spared until his return 

home, but he came back on a stretcher and 

so exhausted as hardly to be able even to 

speak. In a few days he breathed his last, 

comforted by the thought that he was among 

friends. The funeral was attended by a 

large concourse. T h e Rev. Mr. Marshall of

ficiated, and the remains of the unfortunate 

youth were buried with appropriate honors. 

"The tired soldier, bold and brave, 

He will never, never march again." 

F R O M T H E 116TH REGIMENT.—We are 
permitted to publish the following extract 
from a letter recently received by a gentle-
man of this city from the 116th Reg imen t : 
"The reputation of the 116th N. Y. S. Y. 

is hardly equalled in this Department. 
The 162d and 174th were consolidated the 
other day ; when they started, they each 
numbered jus t about the same as the 116th; 
after the consolidation they only beat us 
about 140 men, and we have lost in action 
three times as m a n y as both put together. 
Dr. Hutchins is now detached from the 
regiment, and serving on Gen. Emory ' s 
staff as Chief Surgeon of 1st Division, 19th 
Army Corps." 

The facts mentioned in this extract speak 
loudly in favor of the care and caution ex
rcised by Dr. Hutchins , in examining and 
passing the men for the 116th, and vindi
ate his action. W e remember that he 
was severely censured by some persons for 
refusing to pass various men who desired 
to enlist in it, but the result shows that his 
course was right, and was adapted to secure 
the highest possible state of efficiency in 
the regiment. 

FROM THE 116TH REGIMENT.—The Commer

cial learns from a private letter that the 116th 
has been taken from the 1st Brigade and placed 
in the 3d, of which Colonel George M. Love 
now has command. The selection of our gallant 
young townsman to command a brigade which 
numbers eight colonels who rank him, certainly 
pays a high compliment to his bravery and 
efficiency. The letter adds: "as nearly as I can 
learn we are to be a Marine Corps, that is, we 
are to take care of the river from Vicksburg to 
Donaldsonville. Transports are to be with us, 
and, when necessary, we embark. This will 
make it light work for the summer." 



THE BAYONET CHARGE OF THE 1 1 6 T H — 
GALLANT CONDUCT OF MAJOR LOVE.—The New Or-
leans Era of May 26th gives the fallowing account of 
the part taken by the 116th regiment in the battle of 
Port Hudson. The magnificent bravery displayed by 
Major Love marks him as a hero among the many 
heroes that our city has sent forth to the defense of 
the Union. Major Love's friends, and he has a host 
of them, feel indeed proud of his glorious conduct, 
and were he at home he would find their hearty con
gratulations more overpowering than the charges of 
the traitors: 

The 116th New York regiment, Major Geo M. Love 
commanding, was engaged in a desperate encounter. 
Miles' Legion of rebel infantry, some four hundred 
strong, came upon them at the rear of the opening. 
At close quarters the two forces for some time fired 
into each other, killing and wounding the men rap-
idly. 

A BAYONET CHARGE. 
After the 116th had fired twenty rounds, it was or-

dered to charge bayonets. It was a thrilling sight to 
see that long row of bristling steel come swiftly, yet 
steadily, out from the forest, and speed quickly toward 
the foe, as they poured back a galling fire. The enemy 
could not stand against it, but fell back, leaving many 
dead and wounded to be trampled under foot. At the 
head of the regiment, protected by none other than a 
merciful Providence, rode the Major in command, with 

uplifted and waving sword, cheering the men on, 
while a perfect storm of bullets whizzed like a hive 
of bees, around his head. His charge inspired the 
men with unequaled coolness and intrepidity, and 
gave the 116th a victory. 

Two more charges were made before the enemy 
was driven from the field. It was during the first, 
however, that the greatest loss occurred. 

After the rebels were repulsed in front, they at-
tempted a flank movement on the left. They were 
promptly checked by a steady fire, which again drove 
them back, and they did not return again. 
"The brigade drew down a fire upon Col. Chapin 
and staff during the action and a ponderous shell 
struck in front of the Colonel's horse and exploded. 

A piece shattered the right knee of Lieutenant Joseph 
Tucker, of the staff, so that his leg had to be amputat
ed above the knee. Another piece flew by Col. Cha-
pin's head, partially stunning him, but doing no seri
ous injury. 

THE 116th IN THE BATTLE AT PORT 
HUDSON. 

The New Orleans Era of May 26th, contains 
the following allusions to the conduct of the 116th 
regiment in the battle at Port Hudson:— 

The 116th N. Y. regiment, Maj. Geo. M. Love 
commanding, was engaged in a desperate en
counter. Miles's Legion of rebel infantry, some 
four hundred strong, came upon them at the rear 
of the opening. At close quarters the two for
ces for some time fired into each other, killing 
and wounding the men rapidly. 

A BAYONET CHARGE. 
After the 116th had fired twenty rounds, it 

was ordered to charge bayonets. It was a thrill-
ing sight to see that long row of bristling steel 
come swiftly, yet steadily, out from the forest, 
and speed quickly toward the foe, as they poured 
back a galling fire. The enemy could not stand 
against it, but fell back, leaving many dead and 
wounded to be trampled under foot. At the 
head of the regiment, protected by none other 
than a merciful Providence, rode the Major in 
command, with uplifted and waving sword 
cheering the men on, while a perfect storm of 
bullets whizzed like a hive of bees around his 
bead. His charge inspired the men with une
qualled coolness and intrepidity, and gave the 
116th a victory. 

Two more charges were made before the en
emy was driven from the field. It was during 
the first, however, that the greatest loss occurred. 

After the rebels were repulsed in front, they 
attempted a flank movement on the left They 
were promptly checked by a steady fire, which 
again drove them back, and they did not return 
again. 

The Brigade flag drew down a fire upon Colo
nel Chapin and staff during the action, and a 
ponderous shell struck in front of the Colonel's 
horse and exploded. A piece shattered the 
right knee of Lieut. Joseph Tucker, of the staff 
so that his leg had to be amputated above the 
knee. Another piece flew by Colonel Chapin's 
head, partially stunning him, but doing no seri
ous injury. 

Commercial Advertiser. 

Saturday Evening, September 5, 1863. 

L O C A L & M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

From the 116th Regiment. 

The following extracts are from a letter from an offi
cer of the 116th Regiment N. Y. V., dated Baton Rouge 
Aug. 22, 1863: 

"We have been doing nothing at all here for August, 
as a regiment, but the various details and changes in 
one way and another, have drawn very heavily on the 
regiment, so that yesterday there was not a man left 
in camp. 

"Fatigue parties, together with the detail for patrol 
guard and picket duty, took all we had, we having 
some 400 for duty, not counting one company absent. 
We have a hand at last—one that promises to be a good 
one. A leader from the 31st Mass. (Major Bach's 
Regiment), is to be discharged from service, but to re
ain with us. * * * 

"We were inspected by Capt. Baker, one of Gen. 
Franklin's staff, who has been with the General ever 
since he was a Colonel. The Captain is a graduate of 
West Point, and has inspected over 85 regiments in the 
army of the Potomac, and he showed his report to 
Col. Love the other day, in which he says: 'In milita
ry bearing, appearance of arms and equipments, per
fection in the manual of drill, etc, it far exceeded 
any regiment he had ever inspected.' So you see the 
conscripts have got to come up to a high military 
standing to belong to this regiment. * * * 

"Last evening, or rather in the afternoon, was the 
first funeral with military honors we have had. Poor 
Elisha Cottier, brother to our former Lieut. Colonel, 
died after over two months' illness of fever succeeded 
by diarrhoea. His resignation had been sent forward 
some time ago, but no answer till the night before his 
death, when it came, accepted. He was a man and of
ficer always to be thought of by his companions; his 
loss always to be remembered with sorrow. He was 
one always jovial, laughing and good-hearted, no mat
ter how dark times appeared to others. Our total loss 
in officers died of disease is only two; killed in action 
five, viz: 1 Colonel, 1 Captain, 3 Lieutenants. Enlist
ed men killed in action 243. I don't remember the ex-
act number died of disease, but it is small in propor-
tion to other regiments. 

"I was talking with an agent for Hall's plantation, 
a mile or two below here. Hall lives in Europe—has 
for many years—and employed Pierce to run his plan-
tation, at a salary of $3,000 per year, and found—no 
expenses whatever, nor estimating his chances in the 
market, which are not to be overlooked. Pierce had 
for the five years before the rebellion handed over to 
Hall—the smallest amount in any one of those five 
years, $39,000, the greatest, $52,000, clear of all ex
penses. The cost of a negro was $28 and some cents 
per month. I don't wonder no exertions were ever 
made for improvements in any way, nor that they nev
er were in favor of freeing the slaves." 




